
Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 
Reading to your child regularly from quality books is perhaps the single most important 
thing you can do to help him/her develop strong literacy skills.  In doing this, you will 
help your child build knowledge of story structure; begin to build comprehension skills 
and important vocabulary, plus more.  Because of the importance of this activity, we are 
beginning a weekly home reading program in your child’s classroom.   
 
Today your child should have brought home a large plastic bag with five books inside of 
it.  A bag of books like this will come home on Monday and should be returned to school 
the following Monday.  Throughout the week, be sure to read these books to your child.  
When you are done reading, make an entry on the Reading Record Sheet sent home 
with the daily home reading program.  When you have completed 14 nights of reading 
(i.e. both sides of the Reading Record Sheet), return it to school.  
 
It is important that you don’t expect your child to read these books “to” you.  These are 
stories for you to read to your child.    
 
Here are some tips to use when reading with your child: 

 

 Begin by drawing your child’s attention to the cover of the book and predict 
together what you think the book will be about. 

 Talk with your child about the story.  This is one of the most important things 
you can do.  It helps him/her connect the spoken word with the written 
word. 

 Let your child hold the book and turn the pages.  Encourage him/her to point 
with you. 

 Read in a natural voice with expression. 
 Enjoy the pictures and encourage your child to describe what s/he sees. 
 Throughout the story, talk about vocabulary your child may not understand.  

Possessing a large vocabulary is one of the best indicators of a successful 
reader. 

 You may find that your child will ask you to read the same story over and 
over.  Please do it.  Repetition is a good thing. 

 Although it is a good idea to regularly talk about a story you are reading, 
don’t feel you need to do this every time you read.  Good stories will 
encourage a love of reading, with or without conversation! 

 Make this a relaxed, enjoyable and fun time, preferably at the same time 
each night (i.e. just before bed, after dinner, etc.) 

 
Note:  IF YOUR CHILD SHOWS ANY INDICATION THAT THE READING TIME IS NOT 
ENJOYABLE (i.e. “I don’t want to…” etc.) PLEASE STOP AND TRY AGAIN ANOTHER 
TIME.  If your child continually does not seem to enjoy the reading time, please see me 

and we will talk about ways to help make it fun.   
 
Please approach me if you have questions – I’d be happy to answer!  Have fun! 
 
Sincerely,   Gayle Hernandez 


