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Parents of young children often come with many questions about why 
“play” is given priority classrooms.  I hope that the information given 
here will help parents understand how we work at giving children the 
skills that they will need to do well in school through play at 
“Centers”.  
 
Centers are an important part of a primary program. During this time 

children have opportunity to make choices, to take part in hands on 

learning and to talk to other children.  They develop important 

social skills during this time and learn to share, to become 

respectful of the feelings of others, and learn to plan their play 

with other children and develop self-confidence as a result. 
 
Some center activities might include: 
 

 A sand box (which develops knowledge of volume and 
capacity, allows children to talk and plan arrangement of sand, 
and allows children to discover scientific principals such as the 
fact that dry sand won’t pack but wet sand will) 

 

 A house center (which allows children to develop their 
imaginations and practice life skills such as working with others 
toward a common goal and learning to plan with others.  The 
house also allows children to take on different roles such as 
doctor, mommy, daddy, etc.)  

 

 A water center (which allows children to experiment with 
scientific principals such as displacement, capillary action, 
siphoning, volume and capacity)  

 

 A drawing and writing center (which allows children to 
develop fine motor coordination through cutting, coloring, etc., 
lets them use their imagination and problem solving ability to 
create “junk art”, and encourages them to draw and write)  



 

 A playdough center (which develops fine motor coordination 
and allows them to create with their hands)  

 

 A blocks center (which allows them to make plans with peers 
about where the blocks should go, brings about opportunity for 
language, lets them experiment with balancing, etc.)  

 

 A weighing center (which allows them to understand first hand 
the concept of heavy and light)  

 

 A puppet center (which allows them to use their imaginations 
to make up their own stories and use language)  

 

 A books center (which develops their love and knowledge of 
stories), etc.   

 
Most importantly, center time allows children to learn in a way that 
research has found most beneficial to young children - it allows them 

to experience the concepts to be learned in a concrete way. 
Knowledge that children gain first hand will stay with them forever, 
and hands-on learning makes school fun, not to mention that it is 
developmentally appropriate!  A child who wants to learn will come to 
an activity with love, and with this love will have a greater chance of 
learning new skills and information well. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 


