
                                                During the Bedtime Story 

 

 Draw attention to the title of the story on the cover by pointing to it as you 

read it.  Talk about “titles” and “names” of stories 

 Encourage your child to point to the title and “read” it from time to time.  Don’t 

insist on this. 

 Draw attention to the author’s and the illustrator’s names.  Explain that “this 

person wrote the story and this person drew the pictures”. 

 The title page and the dedication page may be commented on also 

 Gradually develop your child’s awareness of: 

 Where stories start, and 

 Which way the print goes 

 Pointing to the print should be incidental rather than a continuous activity 

 You may choose to point to: 

 The beginning of the story 

 The first word on a page 

 Unusual print… (i.e. “BOOM!”) 

 Names… (i.e. Madeline) 

 Any significant feature of the book 

 Long words and short vowels 

 The words in the line of print as you read them 

 Repetitive words… (i.e. “Look!  There’s that word again!”) 

 When pointing to the pictures, be careful not to imply that the story is 

contained in them rather than in the print 

 Encourage your child to participate in the reading by: 

 Pausing at certain points 

 Being very careful to read at a pace that allows for participation, and 

vary your pace 

 Engaging in “echo reading”  (i.e. you read a phrase or sentence and your 

child repeats it) 

 Allowing for “mumble reading” to take place (i.e. the child “reads” along 

with you 

 Giving your child the opportunity to “read” as much of the story as 

possible 

 Praising any participation 

 The place for questions – theirs and yours: 

 Answer any questions that arise clearly and simply 

 Try and relate your answers to something in your child’s experience 

 Stop and ask your child to predict what may happen next 

 Have your child guess what the next rhyming word may be 

 Ask how your child may have changed the story if s/he were the author 

 If necessary, unusual words should be explained briefly 


