
 

 

 

How Do We Use “Invented Spelling” In The 

Classroom? 

By Gayle Hernandez 

 

During journal writing time, we begin by writing an entry  

together on chart paper based on an event from my life. I  

model (or show) the children what I expect, and teach  

concepts such as punctuation, writing the date, etc. by eliciting 

their “help” doing the writing. 

 

Following is an example of the steps I take and words I may  

use when beginning journal time: 

 

 T  – “Class, what do I write first?” 

 St – “Write the date!” 

 T  – “How do I write that?” 

 St – “J!” “a!” “n!” “u!” “a!” “r!” “y!” 

 T  – “What’s next?” 

 St – “21” 

 T  – “What numbers should I put together to make 21?” 

 St – “A 2 and a 1!” 

 T  – “What now?” 

 St – “Two Thousand!” 

 T  – “Let’s not forget the comma – I’ll add that in right  

               here.”  (I do so…) “Good!  Now the date is done.”  I 

               then proceed to  draw a picture of me and my  

               husband having dinner out on the   

               weekend.  Then I draw a line under the picture to  

               make space to write the “story that goes with the  

               picture”.  (See sample below) 

 St – Start to talk a little among themselves about what  

              the picture will be about.  (They anticipate that the  

              picture will have meaning and is drawn for a     

              purpose.) 

 T – I begin to tell the story and elicit “help” from  

             students in the following way:  “Last – luh – luh-  



             luh – hmmm… I wonder what letter that could be…   

             luh…” 

 St – “L!”  “L!”  That letter is “L”! 

  T  – I write the letter “L” on the paper and say “L – ast  

– ast…” “Hmmm… I don’t know the rest of that 

word so I’ll draw a line…” “Saturday – ssss – ssss – 

              ssss – ah – t – ur – duh – duh – duh – day…” 

 St – “S!  I hear an S!” 

 T  –  I write “S” on the paper. 

 St – “There’s a “d”, too!  Don’t forget the “d”!” 

 T  – I draw a line after the “S” and writes a “d” like this:   

              S___d___ 

 

The lesson continues in this way until the sentence is written 

on the chart paper using letters and lines.  The finished  

journal entry might look like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After this lesson and modeling, I send students to tables to  

“write” their own entries.  I expect all of them to copy the  

date from the chart paper and “write their own words”.  They 

 are not finished until they show me even a close 

approximation of “writing” – this could be a scribble, one 

letter, a word, or anything.  I then praise them and make a 

VERY big deal about the work they have done in order to build 

their confidence and help them come to view themselves as 

writers.  Once they have put the first mark on the page that 



resembles writing, they have taken a first step – as they 

practice and learn more about print and the way it works, their 

work should move closer to conventional spelling.  Sometimes 

it takes a few attempts at “writing” and LOTS of encouragement 

and support to get the first mark on the page, but once it’s 

there, each further attempt gets easier, and we do lots of 

celebrating! 

 

If the students in my class go to Grade One believing they can 

 write, a HUGE step has been accomplished.  The Grade One 

teacher, then, can begin almost immediately moving children 

forward in their writing, since a foundation has been laid. 

 

Please notice, in the sample writing activity above, the amount 

 of learning that is taking place.  The children are learning that: 

 The spoken word can be recorded using symbols  

    called “letters”. 

 Letters have sounds that can be recorded on paper. 

 It is the letters and words that carry the meaning of  

    the “story”. 

 Words and letters are printed from left to right on  

    the page. 

 The picture and words are connected and 

     communicate the same meaning or “story”. 

 Punctuation is an important part of writing.   

    In the example above, I talked about a comma.  As 

the year goes on, I will talk about periods, question 

marks, use of capital letters, etc..  The children who 

are ready to learn these concepts will begin to include 

them in their own entries.  Those not yet ready won’t. 

 

Notice, too, that in order to “write their own words” in the way 

 outlined above, children must pay very close attention to the 

sounds of the letters in the words they want to record. 

 

It is important to be aware that not all children are able, in  

Kindergarten, to record letters and words related to the 

message being “written”.  Some are not yet ready and need 

time and practice to develop this ability.  These children may 



“scribble” their message like this:                                                                                  

Others are ready to record almost complete sentences 

correctly, and their entries may look like this:  

 

                                         .  Please celebrate your child’s 

 work enthusiastically and help him/her come to view 

him/herself as a writer – regardless of the stage s/he is at. 

 

I hope that this information has been clear and helpful to you 

in coming to understand the work being done at school.  

Please read on and find out ways you can work with your child 

at home to help him/her develop greater writing abilities. 

 

Please see me if there is anything you do not understand or if 

there are any questions I can answer.  I’d love to talk to you 

about this!  It is one of my passions!   

 

 


