
Key Ideas – “ABC Learning” 

1) Children all learn at their own rate 

 

 When working with children it is very important to 

remember that they can’t be rushed.  Learning to read is a 

very complex process that requires time to develop.  Most 

of the time when they are ready, the pieces fall into place 

and reading begins.   

 Some children learn to read before they enter 

Kindergarten.  For others, it can take until into Grade One 

or beyond to begin to get a grasp of the process.  Your 

child’s teacher will tell you if there is a concern about your 

child’s rate of learning.  Relax and have fun with the 

process. 

 When we ‘push’ children, become impatient with them or try 

to rush them, we run the risk of making the process a 

‘chore’, potentially making them tune out and lose the desire 

to learn.  No one likes to do ‘chores’.  We want our children 

to love reading.  So, it is important that we give them the 

time they need to be successful, with loving support at 

every step of the way. 

 

2)  Young children learn in active, playful ways 

 

 Children learn through play.  As much as we can, we need to 

allow children the opportunity to manipulate the world 

around them and to discover the world of print with all their 

senses.  When learning letters and about print, much 

laughter and joy should be involved. 

 When we ‘drill’ children, we make the process more difficult 

for them.  As much as possible, try to find ways to make 

letter learning into a playful game. 



 

3)  Knowing letters of the alphabet is an important step in  

 learning to read 

 

 As was mentioned above, learning to read is a complex 

process.  One of the first steps is being able to hear and 

break down sounds of the English language.  Please review 

the steps of Phonological Awareness to understand this.  

Once they can hear sounds, children need to be able to 

recognize the letters of the alphabet.  Today you will learn 

some strategies to help your child accomplish this goal.  

Don’t forget to work on phonological awareness skills as well, 

though – right now on the skills of listening and rhyme and 

later we will learn some more. 

 

4)  Singing the Alphabet song doesn’t mean the child can  

 recognize all the letters of the alphabet 

 

 The alphabet song is just that – a song.  There is a 

difference between being able to sing the alphabet song and 

recognizing the letters of the alphabet. 

 We know a child can recognize all the letters of the 

alphabet when we point to the letters (in random order) and 

the child can name them.  This is what we are aiming for 

when we are teaching letters of the alphabet. 

 

5)  Children learn letter names and visual recognition first 

 

 Before being able to read words, children need to hear the 

sounds in language and then recognize the letters of the 

alphabet by sight. 


