
 

 

 

What Does The Research Say About Writing Development? 

(Some Quotes From “Writing in Kindergarten.  Helping 

Parents Understand the Process.” By Kathleen A. Dailey) 

 

 

1. “The writing process of the child can be enriched by 

communication between teachers and parents.”  

 

 This is why I do what I can to communicate to you 

what and how I teach your child in the classroom.  

Education has changed in its philosophy and 

methods a great deal over the years.  For you to 

help your child do well, you need to understand 

what is happening.  Please see me if you ever have 

questions! 

 

2. “Literacy, the process of learning to read and write, 

begins at home long before children enter school.” 

 

 Parents begin to set the stage for successful school 

learning years before their children get to 

Kindergarten.  By sharing a story, singing a lullaby, 

making a shopping list or writing a telephone 

message, children learn purposes for reading and 

writing. 

 Children learn how a book works and begin to 

realize that the print carries the meaning when 

mommy and daddy read to them each night. 

 There are many more examples of how parents help 

their children prepare for school learning.  This 

quote highlights the fact that learning to read and 

write develops over a very long period of time as 

they gain experience with language and print.   

 

 

 



3. “Children’s first attempts at authorship are frequently  

     accompanied by a drawing.” 

 

 Drawing is an important part of the writing 

process because it is a way for children to plan 

and organize their written text. 

 Please do what you can to encourage your child 

to “draw pictures that tell a story” and help 

him/her record his/her OWN ideas – not the 

ideas you have.  The objective is to allow your 

child an opportunity to find his/her own voice 

and the confidence to express his/her ideas.  

Out of this comes self confidence, self esteem, 

and belief in him/herself as a writer.   

 

4. “Reading programs that teach children to read and 

write  

through use of dittos and workbook pages reflect 

practices that are developmentally inappropriate for 

young children…Children learn through direct 

participation in meaningful activities.” 

 

 Worksheets and phonics drills are not appropriate 

for a few reasons:   

 First, each child is an individual and has 

his/her own set of learning needs.  If the 

teacher gives the whole class a worksheet on 

the letter “B”, for example, and Johnny already 

knows about “B”, he will quickly become bored 

and begin to tune out the teacher.   

 Second, children who struggle with learning to 

read can easily figure out how to complete the 

worksheet correctly without really 

understanding the concept.   

 Third, when a child learns about phonics 

concepts from worksheets, the learning often 

does not transfer to real reading and writing 

activities (i.e. just because a child can correctly 

complete a phonics worksheet does not mean 



s/he can recognize that letter or word when it 

is found in a story or book.) 

 Finally, worksheet writing directs the focus 

away from the child.  When handing out 

worksheets, the initiative comes from the 

teacher and children are prevented from 

developing their own initiative.  On the other 

hand, activities such as drawing and writing 

about a trip to the zoo, reading alphabet 

books, etc. allows children to take an active 

role in learning to read and write.  And, when 

children are active participants in their 

learning, the learning becomes meaningful and 

stays with them. 

 

5. “Criticism of misspelled words makes children fearful 

of  

         making mistakes.  Under these conditions, research  

         shows that they write less and less well, sticking with  

         safe known words. 

 

 This is why teachers use what has come to be 

called “Inventive Spelling” with children.  A 

discussion of this was given previously. 

 

6. “Early writing is not only a paper and pencil activity, 

but  

also a social process.” 

 

 Children need many opportunities to talk about  

and share their ideas before, during and after 

writing.  They also need opportunity to hear 

the ideas of other writers through stories they 

have written.  Reading and writing are closely 

tied together. 

 

I hope these quotes have shed some light on some ways 

children learn to write. There is so much to learn and the 

process constantly fascinates me.  Please see me if you would 



like to see the article these quotes came from.  It’s a good one!  

And there are many more like it…  I’d be happy to share… 

 

 


